
Entrance Antiphon: Like newborn infants, you must long for the pure, spiritual milk, that in him you may grow to salvation, al-

leluia. 

First Reading: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (2:42-47) 
The whole community remained faithful to the teaching of the apostles, to the brotherhood, to the breaking of bread and to the 
prayers. The many miracles and signs worked through the apostles made a deep impression on everyone. The faithful all lived to-
gether and owned everything in common; they sold their goods and possessions and shared out the proceeds among themselves 
according to what each one needed. They went as a body to the Temple every day but met in their houses for the breaking of 
bread; they shared their food gladly and generously; they praised God and were looked up to by everyone. Day by day the Lord 
added to their community those destined to be saved. 

Responsorial Psalm: (Ps. 117) 
R. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting. 

• Let the sons of Israel say: ‘His love has no end.’ Let the sons of Aaron say: ‘His love has no end.’ Let those who fear the Lord 
say: ‘His love has no end.’ (R) 

• I was thrust, thrust down and falling but the Lord was my helper. The Lord is my strength and my song; he was my saviour. 
There are shouts of joy and victory in the tents of the just. (R) 

• The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner stone. This is the work of the Lord, a marvel in our eyes. This day 
was made by the Lord; we rejoice and are glad. (R)   

Second Reading: A reading from the first letter of St Peter (1:3-9)  
Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy has given us a new birth as his sons, by raising Jesus 
Christ from the dead, so that we have a sure hope and the promise of an inheritance that can never be spoilt or soiled and never 
fade away, because it is being kept for you in the heavens. Through your faith, God’s power will guard you until the salvation 
which had been prepared is revealed at the end of time. This is a cause of great joy for you, even though you may for a short time 
have to bear being plagued by all sorts of trials; so that, when Jesus Christ is revealed, your faith will have been tested and proved 
like gold – only it is more precious than gold, which is corruptible even though it bears testing by fire – and then you will have 
praise and glory and honour. You did not see him, yet you love him; and still without seeing him, you are already filled with a joy 
so glorious that it cannot be described, because you believe; and you are sure of the end to which your faith looks forward, that is, 
the salvation of your souls. 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me; happy those who have not seen 
me, but still believe! Alleluia! 

Gospel:  A reading from the Gospel According to John (20:19-31)   
In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where the disciples were, for fear of 
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you,’ and showed them his hands and his side. The 
disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so 
am I sending you.’ After saying this he breathed on them and said: ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you forgive, 
they are forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.’ Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was 
not with them when Jesus came. When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord!’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the 
nails made in his hands and can put my finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to be-
lieve.’ Eight days later the disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came 
in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with you, he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. 
Give me your hand; put it into my side.  Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, 
‘You believe because you can see me. Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ There were many other signs that Je-
sus worked, and the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this book. These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you may have life through his name. 

Memorial Acclamation:When we eat this bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your Death, O Lord, until you come again. 

 
Communion Antiphon: Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, and do not be unbelieving but believing, alleluia. 
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MASS INTENTIONS 

Note: Mass intentions envelopes & notices for bulletin are to be submitted/emailed to the office by Wednesday 6pm. 

 

All the Masses that our Priests are celebrating in private are being offered “pro populo”  
-  for the intentions of the people of God.   



PASTORAL  CORNER 

Touch is a powerful sense. In times of sadness or bereavement a simple touch can often convey more comfort than 
words. It goes beyond verifying physical presence. It can provide healing and comfort and speaks of support or compas-
sion. The disciples in today’s reading were transformed by the unexpected presence of Jesus among them. The process 
of transformation in our own lives often requires the support of others. Are there times when God has acted in a way 
that is different to what you have expected? Have there been times of doubt in your life experience or your faith jour-
ney? How did you overcome these doubts, and how will you nourish you faith in the future? During this week look for 
ways in which a simple gesture might convey unspoken message of support to someone else. 

While you are unable to attend Mass and receive Ho-
ly Communion you may wish to pray the following 
prayer 

 

Livestream of Masses 
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St Emilie Catholic Primary School Kindy Enrol-
ments 2021 & Places Available: Interviews for Kindy 
2021 places (born between 1/7/2016 - 30/06/2017) 
will be held in May 2020.  Some places available in a 
couple of other year groups as well. Contact school of-
fice for more details on 9256 9696.  

An Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 

Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all 

things, and I desire to receive You into my 

soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You 

sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as if You were already 

here and unite myself wholly to You. Never per-

mit me to be separated from You.   

Amen. Psalm 123 (124) 
‘Our help is in the name of the Lord ‘ 

 
If the Lord had not been on our side, 

this is Israel’s song. 
If the Lord had not been on our side 

when men rose up against us, 
then would they have swallowed us alive 

when their anger was kindled. 
Then would the waters have engulfed us, 

the torrent gone over us; 
over our head would have swept 

the raging waters.” 
Blessed be the Lord who did not give us 

a prey to their teeth! 
Our life, like a bird, has escaped 

from the snare of the fowler. 
Indeed the snare has been broken 

and we have escaped. 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth.  
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. 
 

Amen. 

Praying the Liturgy of the Hours 

    (The Divine Office) 

Songs of Praise 
 
Since their beginning as a people the Lord had 
watched over Israel and protected them from all harm
- from the cruellest of enemies to hunger, thirst, poi-
sonous serpents, desperation and death. The Lord 
who is the creator of the universe is our help too. 
Through the Resurrection we have been set free from 
the snares of death. In Christ ‘s resurrection the snare 
has been broken and we have escaped: Alleluia!  
Psalm 123 (124) is prayed during Wednesday Midday Prayer 

(Sext) 



A Reflection on Divine Mercy Sunday 
 

Fr Jean-Noël MARIE 
 

Divine Mercy is the Easter gift that the Church receives from the risen Christ and in turn offers to broken and 
wounded humanity. It is the first fruit of the Resurrection. As a gift to humanity the Risen Lord offers 
His love that forgives and reconciles and enables us to love again as He has loved us. It is a love 
that transforms hearts and gives us peace even when our whole world seems to be crashing 
down around us. His Divine Mercy invites us to learn to trust in Him who holds everything to-
gether. At this time of uncertainty and unprecedented crisis we are all invited to delve more deeply into the 
depths of the mystery of the Lord’s gift of his Divine Mercy and its significance for us today. Following is an 
extract from the Homily of St John Paul II that he delivered on Divine Mercy Sunday, 22 April 2001. 
 
…“The Gospel of the Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday) helps us to grasp the full 
sense and value of this gift of Mercy. The Evangelist John makes us share in the emotion felt by 
the Apostles in their meeting with Christ after his Resurrection. Our attention focuses on the 
gesture of the Master, who transmits to the fearful, astounded disciples the mission of being 
ministers of divine Mercy. He shows them his hands and his side, which bear the marks of the 
Passion, and tells them:  "As the Father has sent me, even so I send you" (Jn 20: 21). Immedi-
ately afterwards "he breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 
the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained' " (Jn 20: 22-
23). Jesus entrusted to them the gift of "forgiving sins", a gift that flows from the wounds in his 
hands, his feet, and especially from his pierced side. From there a wave of mercy is poured out 
over all humanity.  Let us relive this moment with great spiritual intensity. Today the Lord also 
shows us his glorious wounds and his heart, an inexhaustible source of light and truth, of love 
and forgiveness.  
 
The Heart of Christ! His "Sacred Heart" has given men everything:  redemption, salvation, sanc-
tification. St Faustina Kowalska saw coming from this Heart that was overflowing with generous 
love, two rays of light which illuminated the world. "The two rays", according to what Jesus him-
self told her, "represent the blood and the water" (Diary, p. 132). The blood recalls the sacrifice 
of Golgotha and the mystery of the Eucharist; the water, according to the rich symbolism of the 
Evangelist John, makes us think of Baptism and the Gift of the Holy Spirit (cf. Jn 3: 5; 4: 14).  
Through the mystery of this wounded heart, the restorative tide of God's merciful love continues 
to spread over the men and women of our time. Here alone can those who long for true and last-
ing happiness find its secret. "Jesus, I trust in you". This prayer, dear to so many of the devout, 
clearly expresses the attitude with which we too would like to abandon ourselves trustfully in 
your hands, O Lord, our only Saviour.  
 
You are burning with the desire to be loved and those in tune with the sentiments of your heart 
learn how to build the new civilization of love. A simple act of abandonment is enough to over-
come the barriers of darkness and sorrow, of doubt and desperation. The rays of your divine 
mercy restore hope, in a special way, to those who feel overwhelmed by the burden of sin”...  
 
Only when we allow ourselves to be completely immersed in this ocean of mercy can we, by virtue of our 
Baptism, in turn set out resolutely to become beacons of the Resurrection and true Missionaries of the Divine 
Mercy in our broken and wounded world.  
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